TOTES 


of 
4 


3 
. 


5 "A 22 and waking i TA 's oF ene, 


er 


9 


"APRIL 25th, 1799. 


8 
A 


AT THE 


By JOSEPH | D 
- Paſtor of the South Church in e, 


A 


DELIVERED IN TWO PARTS, 


8 


. — 


1 
E 


{ 22 > bing c 


NATIONAL fas T. 


> 
by 
_ _ 


BOSTON: 
| PRINTED BY MANNING & LORING» 


1799. 


ot 


" a 


: 

* 

"= * 

14 

22 15 
; 


* 
3 5 
IN + 8 
Y 4 % > . 
Ly * 
| 1 
e 
1 
2 
Q 
3 
3 
5 
ot 
POWs: 
2 - 
6 1 
; 2 
* 
* 
* 
by 
3 
* 
** 
* 8 
- 
wa 
. 5 
of 
* 
. 
4 


T7 


10 7. . 
. 
r 
I's 


PSALM cxxii. 6. 


PRAY FOR THE PEACE OF JERUSALEM : THEY 
SHALL PROSPER THAT LOVE THEE. 


* 


2 


WE have here the heart of a good man glowing 

with love to his country: and in nothing per- 
haps does a good man appear more in character. Why 
Jeruſalem intereſted him in that manner, it may be 
well to inquire, and thence take direction for ourſelves. 
For my brethren and companions' ſakes Iwill now ſay, 

Peace be within thee: This was one reaſon; ſee verſe 
Sth. He felt the ties of natural relationſhip ; and he 
felt the ſacred bonds that united him to ſo many pious, 
virtuous people in that community. In verſe 5th we 
have another reaſon; and in verſe gth another; THERE 
are ſet thrones of judgment, the thrones of the houſe 
of David. —BEtcavusr or THE HouUsE OF THE LORD OUR 
Cop, I will ſeek thy good. 

The civil and religious inſtitutions granted to that 
favored nation, were dear and precious to him ; and 
this laſt ſeems to be the crowning reaſon. 

Let the Pſalmiſt be our example. Our natural at- 
tachment to the country which gave us birth, like 
that to our parents or children, may properly be in- 
dulged, as long as it ſerves to ſtimulate us to our du- 
ties at home, without interfering with what we owe 

| . abroad. 
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abroad. Let a virtuous love to our fellow-citizens, and 
union of heart to the precious number of good people 
which or Jeruſalem contains, greatly endear it to us. 
Eſpecially let thoſe Conſtitutions which guard every 
thing important to us, and thoſe divine inſtitutions 
with which we are privileged, intereſt us in it's welfare: 
For what elſe ſhould be the primary object when 
we think of loving our country ? Certainly not a foil, 
however luxuriant ; nor an air, 100 ſalubrious; 
nor a pleaſant or beautiful ſituation? is a govern- 
ment of laws, which unites liberty wh order, "> 
gives r reſt and ſecurity to all el. Mie citizens; i 
is precious liberty and privilege for the ſoul. It is in 
theſe, above all, that we find a country worthy to be 
loved and ſtrenucuſly detended.* 

In the words firſt read, we have a duty enjoined ; 
and an encouragement annexed to it. TR 

The duty ts that of praying for our. country, taking in- 
to view all it's intereſts, epecially the moſt important. 
Praying f for it's peace is praying for it's proſperity : for 
peace, in Hebrew ſtyle, very frequently has this lati- 
tude. Thou ſhalt ſee peace pon Iſrael; Pſalm cxxviii. 
Great ſhall be the og thy children Ilaiah liv. 
Ye ſhall go out with joy, M be led forth with peace; 
Iſaiah Iv. Behold 1 wills end peacę to her like a 
river, and the glory of the Gentiles 7 
ſtream; ; Hatah lxvi. Indeed our context leads us to 

a large conſtruction. Peace be within thy walls, and 
PROSPERITY Within thy palaces. 

The 0472 of prayer then, is whatever goes to con- 
ſtitute the true happineſs of a nation : peace with 

Heaven, as the great foundation of all: that the Lord 
„ would turn us from our tranſgreſſions ; and turn 
his diſpleaſure from us, through the Great Mediator 
and Redeemer ;” and vouchſafe that preſence, that 
conduct and protection, which will make us happy ; 
and without which clouds and darkneſs hang upon all 


our 


* See a Sermon of Dr. Cooper at the commencement of the Con- 
ſtitution of Maſfachuſetts, 1780, page 27. 
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our proſpects. How importunate was Moſes upon 
chis head! If thy preſence go not with me, carry us 
not up hence. Exodus xxxili And how happy 
(great as his burden was) in having this anſwer to 


his fexxent petition, My preſence ſhall go with thee, 
and 1 will give thee reſt. 


"I" 4 25 pray for the Church of God in the land, 
that it may be built up in faith and true holineſs; 
it's low ſtate remembered; it's breaches repaired ; that 
inſtead of the fathers there may be the children, to re- 
member their Savior, Keep up his ordinances, and 
ſhew forth his virtues; to be the ſalt of the earth; 
to ſhine as lights in the world; to ſtand in the gap 
tor the land, that deſolating judgments may not enter. 
In fine, that Chriſtians in name and profeſſion may 
appear in character; exhibit more of purity, and 
more of mutual love; enjoy the ſublime n of 
the goſpel ; retain their precious liberties ; and be at 
reſt from every difturber. This is praying for the 
peace of er emphatically. 

Nearly allied to this is prayer for a free,courſc to 
the goſpel, and a general diffuſion of Chriſtawprinci- 
ples and ſentiments throughout the land. This coin- 
cides with feveral important petitions mentioned in 
the order of the day :—* That through the grace of 
God's Holy Spirit we may be diſpoſed and enabled to 
yield a more ſuitable obedience to his righteous requi- 
fitions in time to come That He would interpoſe 
to arreſt the progreſs of that impiety, and licentiouſ- 
neſs in principle and practice, fo offenfive to himſelf, 
and ſo ruinous to mankind”—*< That He would make 
us deeply ſenſible that righteouſneſs exalteth a nation, 
but that fin is a reproach to any people.” It 1s thus 
— our ountry' s welfare is prayed for in the higheſt 
enſe. 
The continuance of our important civil eſtabliſh- 
ments mult be included, if we wiſh for peace and not 
for confuſion. And the preſervation of our independ- 
ence muſt be included: for what will the beſt ſyſtems 


avail 


F 61 


avail us, if a foreign power can control them, and pig 
trate our liberties at pleaſure ? We mult implore for 
all magiſtrates, from the higheſt to the loweſt, the 
true ſpirit of their ſtation.” And doubtleſs thoſe 
who bear the chief burdens of government, and have 
the principal parts to perform, muſt be earneſtly and 
affectionately remembered. We mult pray that this 
favored country may never want qualified men to fill 
every important department : that the people may be 
diſcerning and faithful enough to elect ſuch men, and 
no other; and when they are elected, to ſtrengthen 
their hands by a generous confidence. And we muſt 
deprecate © unreaſonable diſcontent, diſunion, faction, 
ſedition,“ for ſurely theſe do not accord with the peace 
of Jeruſalem. If we wiſh for the public proſperity 
we muſt pray that God would “ preſide over the 
councils of the nation; enlighten them to a juſt diſ- 
cernment of the public intereſt ; and ſave them from 
miſtake, diviſion, and diſcord.” It is obvious that, at 
ſuch a time as this, prayer for a diſcontinuance of the 
war ſo long and unjuſtly made upon us, muſt be in- 
cluded: for a ceſſation of all hoſtilities, open or covered 
and for a bleſſing in the mean time upon our prepara- 
tions for defence; upon © our armaments by land 
and ſea:“ for the object of theſe is peace, permanent 
peace and ferenity : and as things now are, we ſeem to 
have no other way to it. 
There are many other things . to our na- 
tional proſperity which ſhould not be forgotten. The 
bleſſing of Heaven upon the earth, upon agriculture, 
navigation, commerce, fiſheries, manufactures, and 
every branch of lawful induſtry and enterprize: the 
continuance of public credit, and a free courſe of juſ- 
tice ſo eſſential to the national welfare; health in our 
dwellings.— We are very properly led to deprecate a 
repetition, upon our cities and towns, of thoſe awful 
peſtilential viſitations under which they have ſuffered 
in paſt ſeaſons. O that the paſt may ſuffice to inſtruct 
and reform us; and every other judgment be averted ; 


And 
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And ſurely in praying for the public proſperity the 
riſing generation muſt be remembered ;—the hope of 
our churches, and of our country :—< That our ſons 


may be as plants grown up in their youth ; that our daughters 
may be as corner-{tones poliſhed after the ſimilitude of 


à palace ;** Pſalm cxliv.—That the Lord himſelf would 


- preſide over their education, in families, in ſchools pri- 
vate and public; in mercy preſerve them from the 
contagion of licentious and infidel principles and man- 
ners; and form them to © ſound ſcience, morals, and 
religion.“ Finally, we mult pray that our rulers, and 
our nation at large, may Know, now and at all times, 
the things which belong to our peace, in every view, 
and act accordingly. 5 
Thus far concerning the object of prayer. As to the 
act itſelf, it ſuppoſes that our country's true welfare 
lies near our hearts; and that all it's intereſts, natural, 
civil, religious, are truly regarded. Indifference, in 
this as in other inſtances, is no fit temper for praying: 
and certainly an unfriendly temper is not. Pray, for 


they ſhall proſper that /ove her. Let it be an act of 


love then, or how ſhall it claim the bleſſing? And let 
a deep- felt, humble ſenſe of dependence upon ſover- 
eign pleaſure for all our country's welfare, pervade 
all our petitions. 3 

The prayer required is All prayer and ſupplication, as 
an apoſtle teaches us. Eph. vi. Social prayer, un- 


doubtedly, where a nation is concerned. There is 
great weight in thoſe obſervations in the order of the 


day. lt is moſt reaſonable in itſelf, that men who 
are made capable of ſocial acts and relations, who owe 
their improvements to the ſocial ſtate, and who derive 
their enjoyments from it, ſhould, as a ſociety, make 
their acknowledgments of dependence and obligation 
to Him who hath endued them with theſe capacities, 
and elevated them in the ſcale of exiſtence by theſe diſ- 


tinctions.” Where bleſſings upon a whole people are 


to be implored, it is meet that the whole ſhould peti- 
tion as a collective body, that the prayer may * 
| cc the 
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& the character of a national act,“ as our beloved 
Prefident expreſſes it. And each individual ſhould 
cordially join in theſe public actions. It is beautiful to 
ſee whole nations proſtrating themſelves before the 
Sovereign Ruler; and humbly confeſſing what a drop 
of the bucket, what duſt of the balance, they are before 
Him ; and how ſoon by one breath of his mouth they 
diſappear. But more is incumbent on us than joining 
in theſe public petitions: The heart's deſire and prayer 
of each individual ſhould be conſtantly aſcending in be- 
half of our Hrae), that it may be ſaved. Therefore the 
apoſtle ſaid, Pray always. Eph. vi. p 5 
The reaſons in general of this requirement are ob: 
vious. It as well becomes nations as ſingle perſons to 
ſay, O Lord, thou art our father; we are the clay, and 
thou the potter; and we are the work of thy hand. 
Iſa. Ixiv: —and collected millions depend as much on 
their Maker's ſmiles, as the weakeſt individual. When 
He giveth quietneſs, who then can make trouble ? and when 
He hideth his face, who then can behold him, whether it be 
done againſt a nation, or again/t a man only? Job xxxiv. 
To implore the divine favor then upon the nation, is 
a part incumbent upon each individual who belongs 
to it. He who neglects this, neglects one of the firſt 
duties of a citizen. It is not enough to be a well 
wiſher ; we muſt petition :—our wiſhes muſt be ſent 
up to the throne. For what is the import of neglect. 
ing to join in a petition to government, deeply inter- 
eſting to the corporation we belong to, ſuppoſe we are 
not diſaffected? 
But what © a ſtrong ſentiment of nature” is it (to 
borrow the language of the Preſident) © that in cir- 
cumitances of great urgency, and ſeaſons of imminent 
danger, earneſt and particular ſupplications ſhould be 
made to Him who is able to defend and to deſtroy ?” 
When the ſhip that was going to Tarſhiſh with Jonah 
as a paſſenger, was in danger of ſinking, nature itſelf 
taught the mariners that every ſoul on board ought to 
help with his prayers ; and very juſtly was the ſlum- 
| bering 


* 


t 9.45 


| bering prophet called up with this reproof, What 


meaneſt thou, O Qleeper ? Ariſe, call upon thy God, 

if ſo be that God will think upon us that we periſh 

not. Jonah 1. th 
Such is the voice of nature when the peace of Jeru- 


| falem is in danger. At ſuch a time to be prayerleſs, 


ſhews impicty in a ſtrong light; and great want of 
friendſhip to our country. Indeed it ſhews a want of 


ſenſibility to one's own true intereſt ; for is not that 


deeply involved with the intereſt of our country ? It 


was the divine counſel to the Jews even when captives 
in Babylon, Seek the peace of the city whither I have 


cauſed you to be carried away captives, and pray unto 
the Lord for it ; for in the peace thereof ſhall ye have 
peace. Jer. xxix. How unwiſe is it then, not to pray 
for the peace of our own Jeruſalem, where we have 
ſo many precious liberties that muſt fare as ſhe fares ! 

Beſides, is not GOD a rewarder of them that dili- 
gently ſeek him? See Hebrews xi. Does not the ex- 


| N of ages confirm it? Who can tell what bleſſ- 


ngs a few ſuch good citizens might pray down upon 
their country at large, and what a generous ſatisfac- 
tion they would derive from it ? In all events, it 
will be a ſatisfaction to have neglected no duty which 
the public exigencies enjoin ; and to have left our pe- 
tition, as in duty bound, with Him who is ever gra- 
cious, ever faithful. In all events, ſincere, humble, 


public ſpirited prayer ſhall not be loſt. It will return, 


with a bleſſing, into the boſom that breathed it, what- 
ever be the fate of our country. | 

Theſe are ſome of the arguments which enforce 
the duty here enjoined. But the benediction annexed to 
it muſt have a more particular conſideration. And 
this was the /econd thing noted. 

<« They ſhall proſper that love thee.” The perſon 
is changed (as is common with the Hebrew writers) 
but the object is the ſame. They {hall proſper that 
love Jeruſalem. 


B It 


LW 3 


It is not a diſtinct character that is now introduced, 
Thoſe that love her, and thoſe who pray for her peace, 
are ſuppoſed to be the ſame. If we are true friends 


to our country, we pray for it's happineſs, and what- 


ever makes a part of it. And if we pray in due man- 
ner, for Jeruſalem, we are friends in all other reſpects. 
Hence the bleſſing upon them that love her applies 
for the encouragement of thoſe who pray for her. 


Still the change of expreſſion leads us to conſider the 


nature of love to our country more at large; and the 


various Ways in which it will ſhew itſelf : After which 


we may conſider it's reward. 

The love of our country, like that to individuals, 
ſeems to conſiſt in two great branches. 

I. Complacency 1 in what is eſtimable in it; it's natural 
advantages, it's important Conſtitutions, (as before 
hinted) it's wholeſome laws, and reſpectable adminiſ- 
trations; the many worthy and eminent characters, 
in various ſtations ; the many inſtitutions for diffuſin 
knowledge; above all, the glorious goſpel, and the 
houſe of the Lord our God. Love is a ſpirit of can- 
dor, that can appreciate all theſe, and put a juſt eſti- 


mate upon them. And what but ingratitude and a 


depraved taſte can prevent our holding them in high 
eſtimation ? 

The other branch of this love is good. cc u, that wiſh- 
es and ſeeks the welfare of onc's country; feels 
for it's intereſts, deſires and endeavors to promote 
them according to the ability given, or the opportu- 


nity; and is ready to defend them. There is indeed 


a natural feeling for thoſe we are connected with, and 
jo for our country that gave us birth, affords us hab- 
itancy and protection; "and ſometimes, it may be, 
wants our aſſiſtanee, be it more or leſs; Which is another 
natural bond of union. And theſe natutal feelings are 


deſirable and uſeful. But the kind affection we are 


now deſcribing 1s founded in ſentiment. It takes reaſon 
from God, who has made it our duty to ſcek, in a par- 
ticular manner, the peace of the community in which 


| he 


E 


he hath placed us. It is founded in a national view 
of ſuch a multitude of intellectual beings, and the 
temporal and eternal intereſts of all of them. And 
hence it has this diſtinction, that it regards the vari- 
ous intereſts of men in ſome correſpondence with 
their magnitude: their earthly proſperity, as it may 
be for God's glory and their higheſt good; but cer. 
tainly their ſpiritual and eternal happineſs, more than 
all. For we muſt not think ourſelves true friends to 
our country, if it's beft and higheft intereſts are left 
out of view. | fe 

True love to the public is more than what grows out 
of private affection. Every one wiſhes well to the 
ſhip in which his property, and perhaps his children, 


are embarked ; and the beſt derive a ſtimulus from 


thoſe circumſtances. But ſurely ſuch are not to be the 
only reaſons for wiſhing well to our country, nor the 
chief reaſons. Surely the intereſt of millions has a 
claim to be regarded for it's own fake, and in propor- 
tion to it's magnitude. | | 
Complacency has and ought to have great influence 
into our good wiſhes, as has been faid : but they who 
would go through in duty muſt ſometimes prepare 
their minds for a more diſintereſted exerciſe, in ſeek- 
ing the good of thoſe who are inſenſible of what is 
done for them ; perhaps return nothing better than 
murmurings and reproaches for faithful and impor- 
tant ſervices. Such was the part which Moſes in his 
time was often called to act. And never perhaps does 
good-will to men appear more godlike, more like to 


Chriſt, than in thus perſiſting to do them good, how- 


ever requited. | 
This brings to obſerve, that true friendſhip to one's 


country requires and implies a felfdenying ſpirit. — 


You are ready to take up every proper part which the 
common good requires of you, either in a public or 


private character, and to make generous facrifices of 


private intereſt or convenience, and even popularity, 
a3 it may be neceſſary, 
| And 
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And certainly true love will feel for our country's 
diſtreſſes, and fly to it's relief. It will excite to prayer, 
as we have ſaid z—and it will excite to humiliation, 
to ſearching and putting away what helps to bring 
down calamity z and to endeavors to awaken and re- 
form others, And it will produce, at the ſame time, 
attention to the natural and proper means of help and 
relief. It will raiſe an indignation againſt thoſe who 
unjuſtly diſquiet and vex one's country; and a zeal to 
counteract them by all proper means. In fine, loving 
Our country ſuppoſes that we act like friends, gener- 
Ally; as praying for it's peace ſuppoſes that we are, 
in all proper ways, to ſeek and puriue it. 


* 


Let us now conlider the bieting annexed to ſo do- 


ing. Toey Dall prejper that love thee. 

is not always a proſperity of riches, or affluence of 
outward things, though perhaps as many of this de- 
ſeription are blem with competency, as of any other ; 
and far more wich the power of enjoying What they 


poliels, It they are liberal, as we naturally expect, 


they have not choſe iulls and vices to Maintain, Which 
many are unpoveritacd by; nor thote luxuries and 
expenſive amulcinents. It che devote more ot their 
time to public concerns than others do, they redeem 
nore iran wuaprotitable connexions, and from tri- 
nes. And it there is a fecret blefing in the houſe 
ot che kigbleous, theſe are the people who thare 
at, 

diſtinctions of this woild, Let it is from among 
Weile, one would think, that conkderate men gener - 
ally um ta make their appointments to bnmportant 
truſts. Ind often has Providence, in à remarkable 
manner, called up ſuch to high donors defore the 
world. Iattance Joſeph, David, Neheniab, Daniel, 
Mordecai, and many within e knowledge, Theie 
are the pertous, however, whom even the mulutude, 
unleis abuſed, and milled, are apt to value: for they 
are uſeful, and their worth may be felt. What a good 
word did che Jews of Capernaum give to the centu- 


non. 


There is not al Ways A Mare in the honors and 
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rion, when at his requeſt they came to Jefus that he 
would heal his ſervant. He is worthy, faid they, to- 
have this done for him; for he loveth our nation, 
and hath built us a ſynagogue. Luke vii. Thus one 
of thoſe perſons juſt mentioned has this teſtimony giv- 
en him, that he was acceptable to the multitude of his 
brethren, ſeeking the wealth of his people, and ſpeak- 
ing peace to all his ſeed. See the tenth of Efther. But 
it ſuch acceptance is not always granted, that of the 
wite and good remains. As far as happineſs depends 
on this, they ſhall proſper. | 
But there is a proſperity in a more precious ſenſe, 
independent of all theſe. The %u profpers by the 
very exerciſe of a truly public ſpirit ; and nothing can 
revent it. This ſpirit is congenial with all the fu- 
imeſt exerciſes of religion, and does, from it's na- 
ture, exalt and ennoble the mind, and cultivate every 
virtuous ſentiment, Add to this, that the more you 
love Jeruſalem, the more you are freed from the anx- 
ieties and | ciiquietudes of private affection; — and grow 
— ſtill more united to the general aſſembly 
— of the firſt· born in the new ſeruſalem, and 
— tor it's communion; and the more you fee like 
one of it's citizens, This is proſperity in a high ſenſe. 
Add to this, that the prayers of theſe beſt of friends 
are many times graciouſly anſwered ; and then, in 
the general happineſs which they have prayed for, the 
will have peace, and in covenant favor. If not, they 
are accepted ; and their love to their people ſhall not 
loſe it's reward. In all events they ſhall find an exalt- 
ed ſatisfaction in loving their country and the church 
of God. He who could By. when his country Was 
deſolate, It 1 forget thee, O Jeruſalem, let my Tight 
hand forget her cunning (Pſalm cxxxvii.) was a happy 
man, and had an earneſt of heaven m thoſe ſenſations. 
Yea, in monrning like a true friend. over the afflictions 
of our country, and the ſtate of our Zion, there is a 
kind of ſatisfaction, ſuch as the world knows net. * 


L * 1 


In fine, they proſper in the beſt ſenſe who are ap- 
proved by Heaven. And ſuch are all who truly love 
Jeruſalem. In the darkeſt ſeaſons they may look up 
with humble confidence with Nehemiah of old; Think 
upon me, my God, for good, according to all that 1 
have done for this people. Nay, all that I have wiſhed 
to do, we are allowed to fay ; for in this caſe, as in that 
mentioned by the apoſtle, 2 Cor. viii. If there be 


firſt a willing mind, it is acccepted, according to that 
a man hath, and not according to that he hath not. 

Sure this is to proſper ; to be laying up ſo faſt againſt 
the time to come! What then will the finiſhing be, 


when the true friend of Jeruſalem ſhall hear thoſe words 
of approbation, Well done, good and faithful ſer - 


vant; thou haſt been faithful over a few things, I 
will make thee ruler over. _—y N enter 3 


into the joy 15 Hp Lord.“ 
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This ſacred text has brought up to our view a duty 
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of common concernment, a moſt reaſonable in itſelf, 
and very neceſſary to be obſerved by the collective 
body, and by each individual, as we have ſeen. In- 
deed, we ought to confider it as an ineſtimable privi- 
lege ; one of the moſt precious articles in the great 
charter of liberties which it has pleaſed Heaven to 
grant to us. 1 
It is an important ſentiment © That a deep ſenſe 
and a due acknowledgment of the governing Provi- 
dence of a Supreme Being, and of the accountableneſs 
of men to Him as the ſearcher of hearts, and righteous 
diſtributor of rewards and puniſhments, are conducive 
equally to the happineſs and reditude of individuals, and 
to the well being of communities.” The volume of 
inſpiration is full of it; the experience of ages proves 
it out. And He who calls us to pray to him for pri- 
vate and public bleſſings, thereby gives us an undeni- 
able token of his readineſs to hear. Here alſo inſpira- 
tion itſelf comes in to relieve us of all doubt; I ſaid 
not unto the ſeed of Jacob, ſeek ye me in vain. Ia. xlv. 
19. Let us feel theſe things with proper affection. 
Let that give meaning and animation to our petitions, 
| public 
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their country but little in that way. 
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public and private: And O that it might put thoſe 
upon petitioning in earneſt, who hitherto have helped 

To pray for the peace of our Jeruſalem is the duty 
of all times; but now we are called to it ſpecially. It 
is a time of imminent danger: and the Proclamation 
which calls us together coincides with the voice of 
Providence. Let us be thankful for a Preſident, at the 
Head of theſe States, who thinks of theſe things; and 
calls us to this great duty in a manner ſo ſerious and 
ſentimental; ſo becoming the Chief Magiſtrate of a na- 
tion profeſſing Chriſtianity. The Lord think upon him 
for this, and for all that he hath done for this people. 

If we are to pray for our country, we muſt feel it's 
need of mercy; of the atonement which was made 
for the whole congregation; and the prevailing inter- 
ceſſions of the Great Mediator. We muſt feel it's need 
of the Divine Spirit to inſtruct us how to pray, and 
confeſs our ſins with becoming humiliation; to pre- 
pare us to receive favor, and to govern ourſelves pro- 
perly in time to come. And we mult feel our own 
particular need of theſe great mercies. 

Prayer muſt be attended with thankſgiving; as the 
apoſtle exhorts, Philippians iv. 6. The countleſs 
mercies God © is {till continuing to the people of the 
United States, and which render their condition emi- 
nently happy when compared with the lot of others,” 
muſt not be forgotten. 5 

The hint in the text muſt be remembered. Pray. 
ing for Jeruſalem, and loving her, ſhould be conneQ- 
ed. It is a foundation-principle that prayer ſhould be 
attended with right affections, not only toward the 
Being we pray to, but toward thoſe we pray for. If 
we are to remember Zion, we muſt truly regard her 
welfare. If we are to pray for our country, we muſt 
love our country, taking into view all it's intereſts, 
ſpiritual and temporal : otherwiſe, how ſhall we peti- 


tion in due manner? 


Beſides, 


„ 


Beſides, our prayers and after conduct muſt agree. 
It would be a ſad circumſtance, if after ſending up pe- 
titions of an important nature, we ſhould be ſoon 
found contradicting them by the general ſpirit and 
tenor of our actions: if, after praying for our country, 
we {hould preſently be ſeen regardleſs of it's welfare; 
ſhrinking from the duties which it's diſtreſs demands 
from us, or wilfully acting againſt it's eſſential inter- 
eſts. This is therefore a proper time to rouſe ourſelves, 
and call up every rational, every virtuous ſentiment 


and reſolution. On the other hand, if we have any 


love for our country, let us pray for it. It is one 
of the firſt duties of friendſhip. It is not enough to 
be hearty in a political way; to ſtand up ſtrenuouſly 
for the cauſe, the government, and the meaſures : 
Why neglect the duty of petitioning to the Power 
that can do every thing for this nation, and 1s ready 
to do every thing; that commands us to call for every 


aid; and only waits for us to petition in due form 


and manner ? 

Have we attended this duty as we ought ? If we 
have not, is it time to awake to it, or is it not 
time, when the - moſt precious intereſts of our coun- 
try are in jeopardy ; when the enemy are up and 
in action by night and by day ; and what is doing in 
ſecret more threatening, in all probability, than what 
appears openly ? . 8 

Thus far indeed there is no actual invaſion of our ter- 
ritories. But a war of a more pernicious kind is contin- 
ued with redoubled exertion; a war of intrigue, which 
corrupts the minds and hearts of our people, depraves 
their ſentiments, detaches them from their beſt friends 
and beſt intereſts; makes them their own enemies; 
and puts daggers into their hands to ſtab their coun- 
try :—a war which undermines our foundations, and 
will, if it can have time enough, produce a fatal ex- 
ploſion: In ſhort, which inſtead of only threatening, 


like other wars, a diſtreſs of a few years, threatens 


the undoing of this happy Jeruſalem for ages, if not 
8 forever. 
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forever. Depredations on commerce are hard; but 
they do not demoralize. If they impoveriſh our peo- 
ple, they may leave them honeſt men and good citi- 
zens. Belides, we may know how to meet open hoſ- 
tilities ; and we may know when they are at an end. 
But vile ſerpentine intrigue—who can trace it into all 
it's dark corners, and ferret it out of it's fly lurking- 
places? And who can be ſure that there is ever an end 
of it, after being certain that there has been a begin- 
ning, and a long ſeries of it ; and that it has been but 
too ſucceſsful ?* | | 

Humiliating as the thought is, it has been ſucceſsful 
enough to produce and keep up a diviſion in our coun- 
try and in our councils (in favor of the intriguing 


power) as alarming as it is diſgraceful. It is buſy and 


active in the extreme: far more, in general, than the 
patriotiſm which ought to watch over and counter- 
act it. It operates by a variety of ways and means; 
it employs numerous agents. V 

I have no conception that all, whom it takes in, mean 
to be unfriendly to their country. A good man may 
be deceived into that which he never would have 
done with his eyes open. But it is too viſible that 
there are thoſe, in various parts of America, who cor- 
dially ſecond the views of it's enemies. Witneſs the 
conduct of ſome of our moſt imformed citizens; and 
witneſs thoſe preſſes whoſe prime object it appears to 
be, to promote foreign influence; to diſcolour the 
characters and the actions of the beſt men in the gov- 
ernment ; and juſtify and celebrate the French in all 
their enormities: to collect from all parts of the con- 


tinent every publication which may ſerve thoſe inten- 


tions: nothing too uncandid or indecent, provided it 
abuſe their own government; nothing too abſurd or 
perverſe, if only it exalt the other. | 
It is no wonder that any perſon who depends upon 
ſuch ſources for his information ſhould be diſaffected 


to 


* See the Note A in the Appendix. 
1 Ste Note 8. 
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to the government and to it's meaſures : I ſhould, 
did I ſo depend. But the conſequences, however, 
are moſt ſerious. In a time which calls loudly for 
united exertions againſt hoſtilities of a moſt dangerous 
nature, we are a divided people; and every ſingle 
meaſure which goes to the common defence has been 
diſputed ; notwithſtanding it is ſo obvious that prepa- 
ration for defence is all we have now to depend on, 
under Providence; every condeſcenſion, and ever 
attempt at negociation having proved ineffectual.“ 
Inſurrections have been excited; and, what is {till 
more extraordinary, a ſyſtem has been formed for in- 
ducing the State Legiſlatures to aſſume the power of 
arraigning and reprobating the acts of the general 
government. And becauſe this, upon a firſt trial, has 
failed; the object now is to produce as many changes 
as poſſible in the State elections, that the matter may 
be tried again; or other propoſitions brought forward 
which will be equally flattering to the common enemy. 
S38o active is foreign influence, and ſo alarming has 
it extended itſelf : though I charitably believe that 
many who have been made parties to theſe deſigns, do 
not know that they are laying down their country's 


deareſt hberties at the feet of that power which has 


trodden upon ſo many other. 

Would any one have believed that the fame zeal 
would have extended to reprobating (by way of thoſe 
proſtituted preſſes) the act of our great and good Preſ- 
ident in recommending a National Faſt, at ſuch a crit- 
ical period, and in circumſtances of ſo great urgency, 
as the preſent? This has been done however; and 
thoſe unbluſhing papers have been circulated far and 
wide. My God! what abſurdities of irreligion will 
the zeal of oppoſition run to! Is this the ſpirit of men 
who love their country? Is Jeruſalem in her diſtreſs 
not to have the conſoling privilege of calling upon her 


God ? Shall families and States offer up their united pe- 


titions, and the nation be an atheiſt? | 
js | But 


* Sce Note C. + See Note D. t See Nite E. 
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But the moſt alarming circumſtance of the preſent 
time ſeems to be © the diſſemination of thoſe princi- 
ples, ſubverſive of the foundations of all religious, mor- 
al, and ſocial obligations, which have produced incal- 
culable miſchief and miſery in other countries.“ We 
here, through the mercy of God, ſee but little of this. 
And probably one reaſon may be, that the enemy 
have thought it of the moſt conſequence to addreſs 
their poiſon to the great cities. But the Preſident 
knows the ſtate of the country ; nor is he alone in 
this view of it: Intelligence of the ſame nature comes 
from almoft every quarter. I have lately ſeen a letter 
from one of our moſt informed circles, which contains 
this ſerious paragraph; Can the period be mention- 
ed, when generally through the Chriſtian world, and 
in our own country particularly, atheiſts dared openly 
to avow their deteſtable principles, and to glory in the 
proſpect of their diſſemination through the world? 
When infidels were ſo numerous, fo faſt increaſing, ſo 
bold, ſo inſidious, and induſtrious in diſſeminating their 


opinions; and when the various pernicious fruits and 


effects of their efforts were ſo viſible, as at the preſent 
time?” At appears likewiſe that good men at the ſouth- 
ward are impreſſed with the ſame idea, and ſolicitous 
for ways and means of ſtemming the dreadful torrent. 

It would be unjuſt, no doubt, to charge all this evil 
to foreign influence. But how diſtreſſing is it to be 
aſſured that, in addition to the natural growth of our 
own ſoil, it has for years been a part of the French 
revolutionizing ſyſtem to diſſeminate infidel and athe- 
iſtical principles in this favored land; that numbers of 
their people who have come hither, have applied them- 
ſelves to this horrid work; and that many thouſand 
copies, at one time, of an inſinuating infidel book, 
printed at Paris in the Engliſh language, were ſent to 
America to be ſold very cheap, or given away: In con- 
ſequence of which, ſeveral editions of the ſame work 
have been printed here, and zcalouſly diperſed.* 


I make 


* See Note F. 
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I make no apology for being particular upon the - 


ſtate of our country. It is neceſſary that you ſhould 
be apprized of it; or, if apprized already, view it 
afreſh, that you may pray over it with the more ſoli- 
citude, Were we called to ſpecial prayer on account 
of ſome awful peſtilence, it would naturally be expect- 
ed that a view ſhould be taken of it's malignant na- 
ture and deſtructive progreſs ; that all might feel the 
calamity, and carry it with due ſolicitude to the throne 
of grace; and might be apprized the more readily of 
every duty to which ſuch a ſtate of things called them. 
To me it appears equally natural and neceflary---and for 
the lame reaſons---to take a view, on the preſent oc- 
caſion, of the malignant and wide-ſpread contagion 
juſt mentioned; and to trace, in ſome meaſure, it's 
horrible progreſs. | 

I am aware there are thoſe who ſtill think that lit- 
tle 1s to be apprehended from the French ; that they 
are well diſpoſed and pacific; and there might ſoon 
be an accommodation, if America took the right way 
for it—And this is among the circumſtances which 
ſhew in a yet ſtronger light our imminent danger; 
and ſtill more, if ſome good men are of this opinion. 
It was ſuch confidence as this, extended beyond all 
reaſonable bounds, which was the ruin of Switzerland ; 
and prevented that brave people from making ſuch 
preparation for defence, and ſuch a reſpectable reſiſt- 
ance, as they certainly would, had they opened their 
eyes in time to their imminent danger. They had 
ſeen enough and enough to deſtroy all confidence ; 
and ſo have we. We have moreover their fatal mif- 
take and cataſtrophe to give us warning. And how 
long is this good opinion of an unprincipled, infidious 
foe (who has deceived ſo many countries to their de- 
ſtruction) to be maintained? And how long is a diſ- 
truſt of the information, the diſcernment, and the in- 
tegrity of our moſt wiſe and faithful and long-tried 
friends to prevail; and the neceſſary means of ſafety 
to be diſputed ! Have 


* See Note G. 
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Have thoſe people, who are thought to be ſo pacific, 
ever once put themſelves in an attitude for amicable ne- 


gociation ? Have they acted like men who were in ear- d 
neſt for it? If they have, how comes it not to be ef. 7 
fected? The door has always been open on our part; tl 
and the earneſt endeavors uſed by our government |} © 
are well known. The inſtructions of the Preſident, 1!“ 
even a Gallatin confeſſes, were liberal enough. Oar of 
a Envoys have been treated as they have been : and I 
bf what has France done ſince, that manifeſts a better diſ- t 


poſition ? There was great ſhow, no doubt, of readineſs | 
to treat with one of our Envoys alone; and there was b 
a frequent urging of it, after he had declared that he could c 
not treat as an Envoy, in that ſituation ; and when it 0 
was well known that he ought not. He urged and { 
urged again for ſome propoſition to be made for his a 
overnment to conſider ; but nothing of this kind 
could be obtained. Other appearances have been put 
on fince, with a chicanery ſtaring through them which 
inſults every underſtanding.“ But has there ever been 
a diſcontinuance of depredations ? Inſtead of this, in 
the midſt of fair profeſſions, a horrid invaſion has 
been planned, by way of the Weſt-Indies ; and the ne- 
groes of the fouthern States were to have been ſtirred 
up and armed againit their maſters before this time, 
had not a mercitul Providence interpoſed to prevent 
(See by the way, how the confidence of our ſouth- 
ern brethren is to be rewarded !) And full the idea of : 
obtaining foot-hold at the ſouthward is kept up: and Þ | 
the pretended overtures of peace ſince, without taking | 
one direct /tep to effedt it, are but too plainly intended to 
amule, to render us inſenſible of our danger, divide 
our councils, relax the ſpirit of defence, and gain time 
for the employment of that pernicious © fill? which Þ 
has cheated ſo many other nations out of their deareſt þÞ 
5 liberties. | , 
3 | | It 
| * See Mr. Secretary Pickering's late Report to Congreſs on French 


affairs that part in particular which relates to the pretended relief 
given to our commerce!!! 
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It was in the midſt of preparations for treading 
down Switzerland, that the fame Talleyrand, of whom 


you have heard ſo often, wrote to it's government in 


this ſtyle, by an ambaſſador whom he ſent to them; 
« That the miſſion of that envoy ſhould have no other object 
than to ſeize every opportunity of expreſſing the ſincere wiſhes 
of the Executive Directory for the proſperity of the worthy 
Helvetic Body.” And Mengaud, the envoy, in a letter 
to the Chancery of Zurich, expreſsly diſclaimed, and 
in the ſtrongeſt terms, every idea of invaſion. Many 
believed him; and by that belief the whole were un- 


done. It cannot be pretended that we have ſtronger 


or better aſſurances than they had; and if we, after 
ſuch exhibitions of horrid perfidy, will yet confide, 
and not awake to the means of ſafety, we ſhall deſerve 
the ſame fate.“ 

But ſuppoſe we are apprized of our danger, there 


are other queſtions which we have to aſk ourſelves. 
| Have we felt, as we ought, the hand of God in theſe 
things; and the juſt diſpleaſure for our manifold fins 
Which has moved him to permit this fore and humil- 


ating correction ?F 
Have we mourned, and do we mourn, with ſuitable 


contrition, our own tranſgreſſions, and thoſe of the 
land ? 


Our own muſt be many upon every ſuppoſition. If 


we are not plain rebels, how do our backilidings re- 
prove us! If we are, in what light muſt our whole 
lives appear : | 

The tins of our land are many, all muſt confeſs. 
Much has been given ; much will be required : And 
what a falling ſhort is there in every part! Our poſi- 
tive provocations how numerous | and all aggravated 
by meridian light ; and by pre-eminent advantages, 
natural, political, and ſpiritual. What nation ever poſ- 
ſeſſed better means of being truly happy? What peo- 


ple have enjoyed greater proſperity than we, in the 


general, for a courſe of years ? 
. But 


* See Note H. See Note I, 
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But alas! the declenſion from the piety of our fa- 
thers | The inſenſibility to the favors conferred ! The 
lukewarmneſs of ſome Chriſtians ; the unexemplarineſs 
of many profeſſors— The ſpirit of primitive Chriſtian- 
ity, ſo ſtriking to beholders, whither has it fled ? How 
does the want of brotherly love ; of mutual fidelity 
and watchfulneſs in churches, and of pious inſtruction 
and government in families, cry againſt thoſe of whom 
the beſt things are expected ! | 

And alas for the general inattention! The avowed 
infidelity of ſome ; the diſeſteem of the goſpel and it's 
inſtitutions, ſo flagrant in others: the diſregard to the 
ſanctity of the Sabbath; the profanity ſo offenſive to 
Almighty God; the intemperance by which many, 
who might be uſeful, unman and deſtroy themſelves ; 
the ſenſuality ; the want of chaſtity ; the unfaithful- 
nels ; the luxury and diſſipation; the rage tor amule- . 
ment; the ambition of earthly honors and figure; 
the inordinate purſuit of the wealth of this world, to 
the neglect of the true riches ; the injuſtice and oppreſ 
ſion in the way of buſineſs ; the want of mercy, and 
of the ſpirit of doing good : In fine, the ſelfiſhneſs ; 
the neglect of the golden rule of doing to others as we 
would that they would do to us ; the ingratitude of 
too many to the government which protects them; 
2nd the too frequent want in them that love the gov- 
crniment—ot that ardent affection to their country 
2nd 1's precious intereſts, which can deny every inter- 
tering gratification | | 
I rhe view of theſe things how ought we to be af- 
ted: How would fach a one as Ezra expreſs him- 
ſelf, were he to lead in the ſupplications of this day? 
*« Oiay God, ] am aſhamed and bluſh to lift up my 
face unto thee, my God: for our iniquities are in- 
creaſed over our head, and our treſpaſs is grown up 
unto the heavens.” See chap. ix. May we be affected in 
Ike manner, and humbly ſubmiſlive to the juſt hand 
©: Heaven in the preſent calamity : and let it be our 
rſt care that all offenſive evil be put away, and the 

| divine 


© us -1 


divine diſpleaſure removed. Let our firſt petition be 
for a radical reform ; a revival, by the Spirit of all 
s | grace, of Chriſtian piety and virtue, in ourſelves and 
our people :* for how otherwiſe can we expect to ſee 


true peace and proſperity ? 1 |; 
y At the ſame time, the flagrant injuſtice of man, in | 
6 what we are now ſuffering, ought to give us confi- þ 
n dence in carrying our cauſe to God that he would 9 

plead it for us; and a firm hope that he will, if our 
4 1ins againſt Him do not prevent; for, as to the preſent } 
LI ' controverſy, never, I believe, had America a cauſe i 
= more juſt. It has moreover, like that of ancient Jeru- t 
5 ſalem, an intimate connexion with the glory of God, | 
the honor of his religion, and the deareſt welfare and | ] 
© liberties of mankind at large; which is another great | 
J. argument of confidence. The counſel of Eliphaz i 
E then may be applied emphatically in ſuch a cauſe. i 
2 *I would ſeek unto God, and unto God would I com- | 
3 mit my cauſe: who doeth great things and unſearch- 4 
5 able; marvellous things without number. He diſap- i 
. pointeth the devices of the crafty, ſo that their hands i} 
i cannot perform their enterprize : He taketh the wiſe 'þ 
5 in their own craftineſs, and the counſel of the fro- 1 
f ward is carried headlong—-.” Job v. i 
k We muſt continue in prayer in a time which calls ſo 9 
z loudly for it : Whether there ſhould not be in every } 
circle, frequent convocations for ſpecial prayer, may 4 
4 deferve our conſideration.— O Cleaveland! our father H 1 


Are we to ſee his face no more? How every mention 
of prayer for our country tells us what we have loſt in 9 
him who felt ſo deeply for it's welfare, and prayed for 
, it with ſuch fervor ! But let his memory rather ſtimu- 
late than diſcourage us. - Think how he proſpers now, 
who ſo eminently loved Jeruſalem while he lived ! 
Io return: We muſt pray that Jeruſalem may ex- 
tend itſelf ; that the liberties, civil and religious, with. li 
I ws .. 
V7 aw BF - . „ „ 
+ The Rev. John Cleayeland, of Chebacco, who died two days 
before the Faſt. | | : 
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which we and other enlightened nations are diſtin- 
guiſhed, may bleſs the world. 


We muſt pray for our enemies too: And it will be 
a happy attainment, if no depredations or outrages 
upon our citizens, no inſults offered to our govern- 
ment, or it's meſſengers of peace; nor deep. laid plots . || 
againſt our liberties; nor the greateſt injury that can 


* 


poſſibly be attempted by one nation upon another, 
that of corrupting the hearts of it's people, and ſpread- 
ing among them ſuch horrid principles ;—can abate 
the ardor of our wiſhes that the bleſſings of true lib- 
erty, good government, and undeſiled religion, may 
be extended to them: that France may yet become 
a province of the Redeemer's empire; and it's preſent 
rulers either converted, or driven from their ſeats, in 
mercy to the nation and to mankind.* _ 

In the mean time, let the example of Nehemiah 
teach us what ſhould be the concomitants of prayer, 
when we ate beſet by ſuch an enemy : See chap. iv. 9. 


„We made our prayer unto Gur God, and sFr A 


WATCH AGAINST THEM DAY AND NIGHT BECAUSE OF 
THEM.” If there was ever a time which called for 
vigilance, the preſent is ſuch a time; when the enemy 
are ſo active and indefatigable ; their manceuvres 10 
many and various; and a bold, open onſet ſo much to 


be expected, as ſoon as dark intrigue ſhall have paved 
the way for it. We muſt watch then, in the firſt place, 


againſt that intrigue. 3 
But this is not all. If we wiſh for peace and quiet. 


neſs, we muſt be in a poſture to repel the invader. 
Government, cho under/tand the times, have determin- 


ed it; and all their brethren, as in good old days, ſhould 


be at their commandment. See 1 Chron. xii. 32. If any 
imagine that praying for Jerufalem's peace is to pre- 
clude the natural means of defence, it is not from Da- 
vid that they have learned this: all know that his 


practice was tar different. 
| The 
See Note J. + See Note K. 


Ris f N N 5 : 
5 L. 1 

The experience of ages proves that a nation which 
would live in peace, muſt be prepared to repel inva- 


ſion. What elſe indeed is the language of thoſe zrain- 
_. ing-days to which we have been familiarized ever ſinco 


we were children ? But threatened, as we now are, by 


| 2 people of ſuch boundleſs ambition, and with whom 
no Tights are ſacred, who can think of being ſafe with- 


out ſpecial preparation? And ſince this lot is appointed 
to us by All-wiſe Providence, let us patiently ſubmit to 
it, as becomes true friends to their country. Surely 
thoſe cannot be ſuch, who would commit it's dignity 
and deareſt liberties to the mercy of ſuch an en- 
croacher.* | | 

Let us look to it that we are friends to our country 
in every view: that it's religious intereſts have that 
high conſideration which they merit ; that oyr civil 


Conſtitutions, approved by ſo many years“ experience, 


are duly appreciated : and let us, like faithful citizens, 
ſtand by the Adminiſtration, while ſuch wiſdom, abil- 
ity, and integrity mark it's footſteps ; for to whom 
elſe, under Providence, are we to look for the mainte- 


' nance of our rights againſt foreign invaders, and for 
neceſſary arrangements and protection in the hour oft 


danger ? f | 
Iwill not exhort y, my brethren, not to oppoſe 


or depreciate the laws, or calumniate and vilify thoſe 


men who have been the chief ſupporters of our liber- 


ty, and long and uniformly labored for their country”; 


good. I will not aſk you not to countenance thoſo 
who do. But I call upon you to ſhew a little more of 
nerous Chriſtian indignation at fuch licentious con- 
uct. Every ſentiment of gratitude and of juſtice, of 
honor and of order, demand this of us ; and our own 
peace and ſafety require it: for how can a republican 
government be long maintained, if ſuch abuſes are 

tolerated ? 5 | 
At the ſame time, let me pray you, my brethren, as 
you love your country, never to commit it's high con- 
| Cerns 


See Note L. 1 See Note M. 
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cerns to men who do not feel for it's intereſts, and in 


ſome proportion to their magnitude. Let the elec- 
tions be attended faithfully ; and, as far as in you hes, 
let ſuch men be choſen as the ſacred oracles deſcribe, 


See Exodus xviii. 21 Alt is 2 hint of particular conſe- 


quence in ſuch a ſtate of things as the preſent, when 
our chief danger perhaps ariſes from the contagion of 
"oe de He who does not 
heartily deteſt them is too frigid a ſtateſman for theſe 
times. He who fayors them, though he may think 
himſelf a federaliſt, is gone over to the enemy in the 
main point, and is by no means to be entruſted with 
any principal part in government.“ . | 
If we love our country, let us look well to the riſing 
neration, upon whom the conduct of affairs, both 
in Church and State, will ſhortly be deyolved ; and 
train them up in the fear of God, in the knowledge 
of their Redeemer and Sanctifier; in the principles of 
order, and reſpectful love to good government. Let 
us have a care to whom we commit our children and 
youth ; and eſpecially guard them (by an early im- 
preſſion of the ſpirit and glory of the goſpel) againſt 
the infidelity and irreligion of the times, more malig- 
nant and deſtructive than the peftilence = 
In fine, if we love our country, let us unite, like 2 
band of brothers, for it's defence ; take up cheerfully 
every part which the public neceſſities aſſign to us; 
and be ready to encounter every danger for the main- 
tenance of thoſe precious liberties which we have re- 
ceived in truſt to be delivered down to poſterity. It 
is not now a time to be terrified by à little inconve- 
nience, or a little expenſe ; no; nor by a great deal. 
The clamors which are ſet up for that purpoſe, ſhould 
< paſs by” us © as the idle wind which we © reſpect 


| not.” 


For encouragement both to prayer and to faithful ex- 
ertion, we have the bleſſing here pronounced on them 
who love their country. We have the clear juſtice of 

4 | C 
* See Note N. 4 
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gur cauſe, as have hinted ; K FW timate connexion 
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with the glory of God, and the welfare of mankind at 
large“ he inſulting pride, the hypocriſy of the 
French government, contraſted with the moderation, 
the condeſcenſion, and integrity of our own, come in 


| to our encouragement. All that feems wanting is that 


we wait upon the Sovereign Arbiter in due order. 


In vain do we hope to proſper againſt the French, if we 


mean to be like them in their irreligion. But would 
we put away every provoking evil, and return to God ; 
would we rally round the ſtandard of a SAVIOR and 
His precious Conſtitutions—his Goſpely his Sabbath 


and /o meet the invaders ; we have every thing to 


hope for. We know that they have declared - war 
againſt God, and planted their ſtandard in oppoſition 
to his. We are ſure that the Almighty is againſt them 
in what they are now doing; and if we axe content to 


be on the Lord's fide, He will be with ur, and appear 


for our deliverance”; and that government which of 
late exalted itſelf in ſuch haughtineſs, and threatened 
with ſuch an air of confidence, may meet ſuch a 
| ſentence as the Aﬀyrian king once met after threat- 
ening Ifrael in like manner. © The virgin, the daugh- 


ter of Zion, hath deſpiſed thee ; the daughter of Jeru- 


ſalem hath ſhaken her head at thee.” Ia. xxxvii. 22. 


When this ſhall be realized, with what joyful confi. | 
dence will thoſe lift up their heads, who have been 


true friends to their country, and ſtood by: her 
through all her conflicts ! 
On the other hand, how much are thoſe to be pit- 


ied who are of the oppoſite character! who are too 


diſſipated, or too Ne in private concerns, to feel 
for their country! or, if they feel, in ſome ſort, 
are not friendly enough to pray for her; nor ſelf. de- 


nying enough to abſtain from thoſe gullty pleaſures 


_ which help to bring down divine judgments x the 
land ! Thoſe in particular who give way to prejudice, 


: and wilfully ſhut their eyes to the means of informa- 


tion; . 
* See Note O. 
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tion: and thoſe above all, who, with their eyes open, 
willingly counteract their country's deareſt intereſts, 
and would lay them down at the feet of the uſurper ; 
oppoling in the mean time the neceſſary meaſures of 
national ſafety ; and cheriſhing unreaſonable jealouſies 
againſt thoſe beſt of triends, who have ably and faith- 
fully protected, and till protect, zheir rights and liber- 
*ties. Theſe are not the people deſcribed in the text : 
and I am ſure this 15 not the way fo proſper. In a 
land of ſuch privileges, and under ſuch a government, 
there is ſurely a high degree of guilt in it: a guilt en- 
hanced by the blood expended to obtain this free gov- 


bel ernment ; and by all the prayers and, vows we put up 
by when we were ſtruggling for it. And it is à guilt 
” much increaſed by the magnitude of our preſent dan- 
1 gers; which calls ſo loudly for union, and a ſirm ſup- 
i port of the government. 

2 ; Beſides, indulging to ſuch diſaffetion has a perni- 
* cious effect on the mind. An American, looking with 
3 a malignant eye on as eminent public characters as 
bs any country in modern times has beheld ; and de- 
. preciating to the loweſt their talents, their virtues, 
and the important fruits of their adminiſtration ;— 


and, on the other hand, admiring the French; and, 
through that partiality, reconciling his mind by de- 
grees to the infidelity and irreligion, the thin- covered 
deſpotiſm, the lawleſs ambition, the rapacity, the falſe- 
hood and treachery, and all the bloody enormities, of 
their government ;—ſuch an American is in the high 
road to greater depravation than is readily conceived: 5 
and what an education is this to give to his children! 
Save us, O Lord, from deception, and from every 
partial bias. Let not the common enemy derive con- 
fidence any longer from our diviſions: but unite this 
favored people in all thoſe virtuous ſentiments which 
true love to their country can inſpire; and let the 
peace and ſafety of this Jeruſalem be precious in thine 
eyes to the lateſt ages, through the Great Mediator. 


AMEN. HO. 
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Containing Illuſtrations upon ſome Particulars in the 
Y | Diſcourſe. > 


8 0 NOTE A. Page 18. 

T appears by the anſwer of Adminiſtration to the notes of the 

1 French miniſter Adet, (ſee p. 71 of the Boſton edition) and by 
other documents which have been ſome time before the public, that 
Frgnch intrigue began it's operations in this country very ſoon upon 
our being connected with that nation; and, as early as the year 1782, 
had prevailed, after much exertion, to produce a reſolve of Congreſs, 
which, by the letter of it, committed the terms of our peace with Brit- 
ain entirely to the direction of France (ſo unbounded was the confi- 
dence of that time !) In conſequence ot which, France, at the nego- 
ciation while we in America were pouring out encomiums on our mag- 
nanimous Ally, was intriguing with the Britiſh to prevent an acknow]- 
edgment of American independence; and in fact exerted herſelf, 
much more than Britain did, to deprive us of an honorable eſtabliſh- 


ment; and would have reduced us to a ſervile dependence on herſelf, 


had not the ſagacity and the firm patriotiſm of our plenipotentiaries, 
Mr. Adams and Mr. Jay, prevailed over her inſidious policy. Thie, 
by the way, naturally accounts for the unforgiving hatred of the 
French and their partizans, to thoſe great men: and it proves, at the 
fame time, what a laſting monument of honor ought to be erected to 
them in every boſom ; if it is not erected already. | 
The French Convention itſelf has confeſſed, in plain terms, that 
THE SUPPORT AFFORDED BY FRANCE TO THE UNITED STATES, IN 
THEIR STRUGGLE FOR INDEPENDENCE, WAS ONLY THE FRUIT OF 
A BASE SPECULATION 3 and that THEIR AMBASSADORS BORE 
THE CRIMINAL ORDERS OF STOPPING THE CAREER OF OUR PROS- 
PERITY. But looking over the ſeries of intrigues continued ever ſince, 
we are compelled to conſider that very confeſſion as a blind to keep 
from our ſight the arts of the new government, that they might en- 
ſnare us the more effectually: as the recal of Genet was intended to 


raiſe our conſidence, that his ſucceſſor might proceed with better effect, 
in his miſchievous doings. =o 


NOTE B. Page 18. 
| POISONING the ſources of information, and miſrepreſenting pub- 
lic men and meaſures, are among the greateſt miſchiefs that can be com- 
mitted in a republic; it being ſo obviouſly neceſſary that the people, who 
are to elect the government, ſhould be well informed : and fo certain 


that as far as they are miſled, bad elections and confuſion will enſue. 


All this our enemies know; and therefore miſrepreſentation, through 
public prints and other more ſecret channels of communication, has 
been their ſheet-anchor. All the baſe paſhons have been put in mo- 
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tion; and jealouſy has been extolled as the firſt of political virtues, 
It is paſt a doubt that great part of our political diviſions has ariſen 
from this ſource. And it is now a ſerious queſtion, whether ſuch a 
licentiouſneſs ſhall be reſtrained, or have it's full latitude :=-For if 
public opinion repeals the ſtatute, proſecutions at common law will 
not be encouraged : And fo there will be no reſtraint. If gentlemen 
ſee no danger in this, they mult ſay ſo. If religion approves it, be it 
ſo: Or if republicans think it the part of honor to ſee their own gov- 
ernment inſulted, and not reſent it, they muſt act accordingly.—The 
very clamors againſt the Sedition-Act ſhew that a cheek of that na- 
ture was neceſſary. The enemy find themſelves interrupted in a dar- 
ling purſuit 3 and are vexed at it. But no honeſt man deſires a lib- 
erty which that law does not leave to him. He who wiſhes for the 
3 of calumniating, is a tyrant, not a friend of liberty. (See a 
ate ſpeech of Judge Addiſon of Pennſylvania.) But never did a gov- 
ernment appear in a more honeſt point of view, than our's in the ſedi- 
tion-law; as, in every proſecution for calumny, it ſubmits itſelf to 
trial, and the defendant is at full liberty to ſubſtantiate his opprobrious 
aſſertions before a jury, and, in that way, bring himſelf off, if he can. 

Were it ſimply a queſtion of /e/f-defence, the ſuggeſtion that the fed- 
eral government has no power of defending itſelf againſt ſuch abuſes, 
amounts to a ſuggeſtion that it has not the power of executing it's truſt; 
viz. that of protecting all the States; (for it can never do this, if it 
cannot defend itſelf, and it is not at leiſure to go to Kentucky for 
protection.) In ſhort, it amounts to an aſſertion, that the federal 
government has not a power of ſelf-defence equal to that of a juſtice's 
court, | 

But it is more than a queſtion of ſelf-defence. It is a queſtion of 
general order and neceſſity. OST . 

NOTE C. Page 19. | 

« THAT preparation for defence is all we have now, under Heaven, 
to depend upon.” This implies, it is confeſſed, very ſmall confi- 
dence in the circuitous overtures made by the way of Holland; how- 
ever proper it might be in the Executive to preclude every pretext 
for complaint by a proviſional appointment of envoys on the part of 
the United States. Sincere or inſincere, the change of ſtyle in the 
French government is manifeſtly owing to the ſpirit ſhewn by the 
American people, and the ſpirited means adopted by the government, 
upon being threatened with the fate of Venice, in caſe of not reſigning 
our neutrality, and our independence. It therefore ſtrongly urges a 
continugnce in the ſame line. If it preferves us from greater en- 
croachments, it is well: it is certain that tame ſubmiſſion would 
not. If a ſolemn war muſt come on, we are in a proper ſituation to 
meet it. 


NOTE D. Page 19. 


IT is well for the Union, and for Virginia herſelf, that the late 
Reſolutions, paſſed in her Aſſembly, are ſo well carrected by an en- 
lightened minority; and that fo many of her citizens at large _ 

Ju 


0 


APPENDIX. 33 


juſt conceptions. Certainly thoſe reſolutions will be reconſidered in 


proper time. The idea of controlling, by her State power, combined 
with that of other States, the acts of the general government, was cer- 


tainly a ſudden thought, if not in the planners of thoſe reſolutions, 
yet in great part of thoſe who adopted them. 'The people, when they 
ſet up the federal government, never thought of committing ſuch a. 
power to any State legiſlatures, nor to any number of them. But we 


will never deſpair of good old Virginia, while ſuch eminent characters 


in government, and well-known kindred ſpirits out of it, live and have 
influence there. 


NOTE E. Page 19. 

IT has been urged, againſt Proclamations by the Preſident, for na- 
tional Faſts and Thankſgivings, that there is no conſtitutional author- 
ity for them. And what if gentlemen ſhould go on and make the 
ſame objection to Proclamations for State Faſts and Thankſgivings ? 
The truth is that the Conſtitution of che Commonwealth, and that 
of the Union, are both ſilent upon theſe ſubjects. The Proclamations 
therefore 22 upon the law of nature; upon Scripture example; 
upon the footing of ancient uſage and obvious propriety ; and by way 
of recommendation only. But if ancient uſage, and nature, and Scrip- 
ture, are to determine, who will ſay that it is not as proper for the 
Nation as ſuch to acknowledge it's God and Father, as for a part of 
the nation; a State, or a family? If the nation are to acknowledge 


God, who ſo proper to call them to it as the Preſident? And how 


comes it that his Proclamation ſhall not go as direct to the people for 
ſuch a purpoſe, as for other national purpoſes ? 


; NOTE F. Page 20. | 
On the diſſemination of infidel principles by the French government. 

EITHER they have embraced thoſe horrid principles themſelves, or 
they have not. If they have nor, {till they rightly judge that Americans 
will never reſign their independence and their precious Conſtitutions, 
till they have given up their religion and their conſciences; and there- 
fore muſt be corrupted before they can be enflaved. If they are athe- 
iſts themſelves, then expect a zeal for the propagation of their wild 
ideas (however it be accounted for) far exceeding that of the moſt 
flaming ſectaries or enthuſiaſts in religion. Expect a warmth of imag- 
ination, which can contemplate it as the ſupreme good to an- individ- 
ual, and the crowning glory of a republic, to be freed from all the re- 
ſtraints and ſhackles of religion. The well-known ſpeech of Ana- 
charſis Cloots, pronounced in the National Convention, and printed 
by their order, ſhews both him and them to have been warmed up in 
this manner. Some of our own modern philoſophers are much 
wranged if they have not caught ſome ſparks of the ſame fire. It 
was thus that the human imagination was corrupted and inflamed 
in the firſt inſtance ; Tour eyes pane be opened, and ye 5 be as 
Gods.” And it is thus that credulous Americans are to be prepared 
to go over to thoſe illuminated reformers who are themſelves ſo un- 
| lhackled ; 
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ſhackled; and embrace that order of things which they are aiming to 

eſtabliſh throughout the world. May gracious Heaven blaſt their 
horrid defigns !_ Hitherto it is to be hoped that Americans, generally, 

can ſee (and the more clearly by what has been exhibited in Europe) 
that irreligion at once deſtroys dignity and conſiſtency of character; 
that a nation which would maintain morality enough to fave it from 
confuſion, muſt keep up religious order: that if religion is to be kept 
up, the goſpel muſt be held ſacred ; and that atheiſm and infidelity, 
in a land which has had the goſpel, have a near connexion. What 
elſe indeed but a falling off, more or leſs, from the firſt principles of 
natural religion, can induce one, after he has looked at it, to reject a 
revelation, which exhibits the divine perfections and all the beauties of 


- holineſs in ſo clear and ſtrong a light ?—A further illuſtration of this 


thought may be ſeen in an excellent Sermon of Dr. Tappan from 
John xiv. 1. printed in 1792, and worthy of an attentive review at the 
preſent time. See particularly p. 25. of tliat Sermon. 


NOTE G. Page 21. ; 
HOW unreſlecting are ſome political writers of the time, who are 
abundant in inculcating jealouſy over their own government, choſen 
from among themſelves, and having a common intereſt with their con- 
ſtituents; a government which, at ſhort periods, may be changed at 


| pleaſure 3 and over which the people have at all times ſo many and 


powerful checks; a government which naturally cares for us; a gov- 
ernment which pays homage to the goſpel; And at the ſame time 
are urging, at leaſt indirectly, an unlimited confidence in a foreign pow- 
er, over which we have no control; over which it's own conſtituents 
have no control ; a power, by which all the other conſtituted authori- 
ties are overawed; who conſiders it as a valuable intereſt to depreſs 
and plunder us ;—And whoſe ſyſtem it is to ſerve itſelf of all nations; 
a powel\ elated with ſucceſs ; and which has threatened ws with the 
fate of other republics whom it has made miſerable; a power which 
has proved itfelf perfidious to the United States and to other nations; 
and knows that we know it ; (which is another ſtrong argument that 
France will never forgive us :) a power which explodes the law of 
nations; which is faithleſs and oppreſſive to it's allies ; and ruins 
every thing that depends upon it : in fine, which has no fear of God 
to reſtrain it, nor fear of man. LE 


NOTE H. Page 23, 

IN reviewing Switzerland, eſpecially in the late Hiſtory by Mal- 
let Du Pan, many intereſting leſſons crowd upon us: And all who 
would make up their minds juſtly upon the preſent ſituation of America 
ſhould read that hiſtory ; and not only read but ſtudy it. 

A firſt leffon is, how impoſſible it is for any nation, over which the 
French can hope to prevail, to eſcape their revolutionizing aſſuming- 
neſs. and domination. If being eminently free and happy (and ſuch 
not only Du Pan, but the Biſhop of Aſaph has pronounced Switzer- 
land to have been) could have induced the profeſſed friends of liberty 
to let them alone ; ſurely they had a claim to be undiſturbed. Or if 
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being inoffenſive could have ſaved them; never perhaps was a nation 
more ſo. Yet we ſee very early the reſtleſs ambition of the French 
diſorganizers attempting to blow up every little ſpark of mal-content- 
ment in that country ; and eſtabliſh a revolutionary party, with a view 
to bring the Swiſs over to their wild G and prepare the way 


for their ſubjugation. And we ſee a communication between thoſe 


diſaffected and the mad clubs of Paris; The Swiſs Club, ſo called, 
the Conſtitutional Club, and the Club of Jacobins; and the plan of a 
Repreſentative Convention for a part of Switzerland, actually traced 
out, by one of the baſe agents of the French. As early as the year 
1789. »The fire-brand,” ſays the hiſtorian, © was immediately ex- 
tinguiſhed, but it's diſſeminators, encouraged by the moderation of 
the government, and by the protection which France offered to the ſe- 
ditious of all countries, continued their plots.“ . 
A ſecond leſſon is, what a ſlender defence againſt ſuch encroach- 
ers is a paſſive, tame neutrality ; not © commanding reſpect by manly 
means” (as the hiſtorian has it) “but relying on humility to ward off 
danger; and expoſing a defenceleſs State to the mercy of pretenſions, 
inſults, and events!“ We are inſtructed how dangerous it is to fear a 
lawleſs encroacher ; what an unpromiſing mean this is of maintaining 
peace; how neceſſary it is to reſiſt the firſt uſurpations and infults 
and how much more thyſe ſhall have to bear, who do not reſiſt. 
« The French,“ ſays Du Pan, „ dared every thing, becauſe Swit- 


zerland dared nothing.“ 


Further, we have an idea of the ſteps by which theſe revolutionizing 


chiefs lead on nations to their deſtruction. The firſt ſtep is to ſeduce 


as many as poſhble by French principles, by abſurd ideas of Hberty and 
equality; by branding thoſe as ariſtocrats who do not join them; by 
inculcating exceſhve jealouſy of their rulers ; and by exciting diſcon- 
tent. For this clubs are formed, and libels circulated. A next 
ſtep is inſult. If they reſent it, there will be a pretence for going to 


war with them: if they bear it tamely, it is an encouragement to far- 


ther abuſes. In this way the Swiſs were early put to the trial ; and 
the paſlive neutrality which they reſolved to maintain notwithſtanding, 
emboldened the great nation to proceed. ne 

It is a favorite object of French policy to make the molt of the ri- 
valries and jealouſies ſubſiſting between different parts of the fame na- 
tion; and to nouriſh them. With this view the French, as early as 
1792 eſtabliſhed a party at Zurich, where there was moſt of partiali- 
ty to their nation, and where the energy, manifeſted at Berne, was 
diſliked : and this party ſought and found recrwts in the principal 
Helvetic governments. The ambaſſador of France took the direc- 
tion of this party. | - 

It is a capital object to vilify and pull down, by their agents, the 
firſt and beſt men who ſtand in their way. Their whole force was 
employed,” ſays the hiftorian, “to ruin at Berne the credit of the 
Avoyer de Steiguer, whoſe abilities, experience, ſervices, and charac- 


ter, had obtained him the higheſt reſpe& both in Switzerland and 


among foreigners.” This great citizen became the focus of French 
enmities, and of the aſſaults 0 2 party which untolded itſelf with all 
the 
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the characteriſtics of a faction. And this party, it ſeems, took for 
2 chief another magiſtrate, diſtinguiſhed for his eloquence, knowledge, 
and ability, but angry at being reduced to take an under = He 
naturally drew a train after him. The government was ſplit ;?? and 
«.public deliberations became texts for controverſies.” M. de Stei- 
guer, the hiſtorian tells us, was repreſented by the party * as the inſti- 
ator of war; who, on the contrary, was anxious to prevent the neceſ- 
| of it by a conduct that would have put Switzerland in a condition 
not to fear it's conſequences. Themſelves they painted to the nation 
as the preſervers of it's tranquillity againſt ambitious diſturbers devoted 
to the quarrel of the allies. Rendered popular by this pacific affectation, 
they endeavoured to perſuade the people that heir enemies were the 
enemies of the nation.” The weak and peaceful were dazzled with 
the view of an endleſs peace: the profits of neutrality were demon- 
ſtrated to the avaricious : thoſe who were enemies to the French revo- 
lution were convinced,” [or made to believe] © that the way to eſ- 
cape was to court it; and the partiſans of it's doctrines were ſhewn 
the influence it would have upon liberal reforms.” And thus,” ſays 
our author, the French party, ſacrificing the honor, the independ- 
ence, the future tranquillity, and the deſtiny, of their country, to the 
fooliſh hope of purchaſing favor for the State by it's ſubmiſſion, opened 
the firſt breach. They broke the Helvetic unity, extinguiſhed gener- 
ous ſentiments, decried thoughts truly patriotic, perſiſted from pride 
in their undecerred credulity ; and ſtill invokipg the probity of the 
French republic, awoke from their five years* dream, * at the 
obſequies of Switzerland.” _ 

It was one powerful mean of promoting the French cauſe in Swit- 
zerland to irritate the people againſt the emigrants, and againſt the 
combined powers :—to perſuade them © that the cauſe of French an- 
archy was the cauſe of all republics againſt kings ; and that the war 
was a conſpiracy of deſpots. Theſe abfurdities, ſays our author, 
diſſeminated by the emiſſaries of France, were received by credulous 
minds, and propagated by philoſophy-reaſoners. Zurich ſuffered, un- 
der the eyes of it's government, a ſeditious paper, in which the prin- 
ciples and enormities of the revolution were daily extolled, and the 
allied powers often inſulted. The public mind was left to the im- 
preſhon of thoſe envenomed writers.“ The ambaſſador of France was 
active beyond all others; the whole legation intriguing ; their accom- 
plices buſy. | | 

5 _ thus prepared, now come complaints and unreaſonable. 
demands, which may be conſidered as the ſignal for a rupture. Among 
other/ things, Berne muſt diſmiſs the ambaſſador of Britain, and 
make that power her enemy. The French © were at work,” ſays 
the hiſtory, for a pretence for invaſion, and then to clear the way ty 

revolutionary expedients.” Part of the object was to throw the blame of 
the rupture upon the innocent Swils ; and therefore a til muſt be 
employed to entangle them. They muſt “ prolong their confidence” 

too, © by pacific proteſtations; they muſt divide, as much as poſſible, 
| | ; | the 
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the members of the union, © kill Switzerland by her own means, and 
cruſh her as ſhe is expiring.” Now intrigues are redoubled, and now 
come on umperious requiſitions, as inſulting in the form as in the ſub- 


- ſtance, Vile traitors are employed in the mean time in the buſineſs 


of inflaming factions. If ambaſſadors are ſent to France, freſh inſults 
and new demands are the conſequence :“ the intention of the Direc- 
tory being to inſult the Swiſs till their reſentment ſhould furniſh them with 
ſome pretence for invaſion.” Still there were thoſe who “ talked of 
the generoſity of the Directory,“ believed them to be pacific, and 
were “ afraid of offending their enemy by preventing their E 
In order to prolong this delirium, the miniſter Talleyrand ſends his en- 
voy with the very extraordinary declaration ſtated above; and by this 
the devoted Cantons were laid afleep, till ſudden invaſion awaked 
them. Vet think not that when the * is unſheathed, the arts of 
1 are of courſe laid aſide. Intrigues yet more infernal remain 
to be told. 


The French General Brune, who was to complete the conqueſt of 


the unhappy Swiſs, was introduced to them as a peace- maler. And 


this part he pretended to act, with great apparent moderation, and 
even with tenderneſs. When deputies were ſent to him, e ap- 
proved of their demands,” and promiſed peace on the moſt equitable 
terms; but lamented the een + of diſpatching a courier to the Direc- 
tory for larger powers. “The object of this deceitful farce was 10 


gain time for the arrival of the troops from the Rhine, to relax the prepara- 


tions of the Swiſe, and, while theſe hypocritical negociations were going on, 
to do every thing to corrupt the troops, the people, and the Senate.” A 
truce of 15 days was ſigned ; and, in that interim, “ ſuſpicions were 
ſown on all fides. It was inſinuated to the ſoldiers and the coun- 
try people, that the government wiſhed the revolution, that they avere calling 
in the French, that they were giving up the people to them, and only Rept 
the troops under arms to worry them with fatigue, and make them unable 


to fight. At the inns, on chimney-pieces, and even in their pockets, 


the Berneſe ſoldiers found printed hand-bills, aſſerting that their lead- 
ers were betraying them.” When, after the ſhew of waiting for pow- 
ers, he had preſented an ultimatum which could not be accepted ; now 
he is a friend to the people, and an enemy to the government only. He 
guarantees, by Proclamation, to the citizens, their perſonal ſafety, 
property, religion, and independence; and calls upon them to...** be 
free.” And having thus, by the ſnare of negociation, by pretended 
amity, and by every engine of deception ſet at work in the mean 
time, produced a moſt diſheartening fluctuation in the public coun- 
cils, an actual diſſolution of the government, and great · perplexity and 
confuſion among the people; the finiſhing ſtroke is to make the poor 
ſoldiers believe that the oyriczrs betrayed them. Thouſands of 
forged letters wegg diſperſed for this purpoſe. This breaks the army, 
and ultimately produces the aſſaſſination of ſeveral of it's braveſt offi- 
cers. Among the reſt was the commander in chief, the brave d' Er- 
lach; that general, who, on being ſummoned, 2 ſhort time before, to 
i ] | ſurrender 
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ſurrender Morat, had made this generous reply; “My anceſtors never 
ſurrendered; - who now had been moſt importunate with the Swiſs 
government to permit him to act with ſpirit; and who had repeatedly 
tought the enemy with great reſolution, though under every diſad- 
vantage. 

Thus was poor Switzerland betrayed ; and * too late repented 
having ſlighted the counſels of the real friends of the country:“ and 
thus may other nations, however brave, be intrigued into ruin, and de- 
prived of the power of defending themſelves. The ſequel of the hiſ- 
tory will ſhew whether the French were better friends to the people 
than to the rulers. One thing is certain, that the Swiſs? believing 
them ſuch, contributed, in no ſmall degree, to their ruin. And no 
trace can be ſeen of their amity to the people afterward. The hiſtory 
will tell what general diſtreſs and wretchedneſs, what intolerable requi- 
fitions, what doubled and trebled plunderings, and what varieties of 
outrage every where marked the footſteps of thoſe © deliverers j and 
how hollow were all their fair promiſes. | Siiliariaed 

If the queſtion be aſked, what was the error of the Swiſs; it was 
that of not reſiſting the firſt encroachments. It was that of not put- 
ting herſelf in a more independent ſituation. It was an error to fear, 
where there were ſuch reſources, ſuch alliances eaſy to be obtained; 
and where at any rate an honorable death was preferable to the 
yoke which was prepared for her and for her children. Above all, 
it was an error 20 confide where ſo much inſolence appeared; where 
confidence had been ſo much abuſed; and ſo many footſteps of treach- 
ery were at all times to be ſeen.— There was another very great error 
which it is impoſſible not to remark, viz. that of ſuffering the French 
partizans to have ſo much latitude and ſo much influence; to reſtrain 

m no more from corrupting the ſources of information, as they 

d. It was a {mail party at firſt, and therefore deſpiſed. But“ be- 
hind the ſkreen of this contemptibility,“ ſays du Pan, “were the 
Jacobins in France.” There were all the revolutioners in it's govern- 
ment. Behind them were the French legation, and they gave them 
ſyſtem, and directed their pernicious energies ; and ſometimes prom- 
Hed them money. And it is with ſurpriſe we behold in them what 
a {mall party, thus ſet on, thus organized and directed, will grow to; 
and what they will accompliſh. They ſoon had the addreſs, by en- 


liſting the timid on their fide, to carry a majority in the government. 


And when Buonaparte comes over, or an army, to ſupport them, then 
they unmaſk themſelves. If ſpecial Conventions of the States are 
called, they too have their general Conventions ; and thus ultimately 
are the principal executioners of their country's liberties and inde- 
pendence, | 

There are many particulars of ſimilarity between Switzerland and 
our own country, which ſometimes makes us tremble. There are 
circumſtances of difference which give hope. It is none of the ſmall- 
eſt, that we have their example to ſhew us what French amity comes 
to; and if we are not either blind or faſt aſleep, we muſt open our 


eyes: 
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eyes: and opening our eyes in time may prove our ſalvation. There 
is a broad ocean between us and the invaders, which Switzerland had 
not ; for which we ſhould be very thankful. Our natural reſources 
perhaps are greater. Beſides having, like that country, a Preſident 
awake to our true intereſts and inflexible in their defence, we have a 
decided majority in the government, with him ; a circumſtance which 
they had not. And hitherto the enemy, however diſpoſed, ſeem not 
at liberty to enforce their demands. Theſe advantages, if it ſo pleaſe 
All-Gracious Heaven, may continue. But nothing will fave us, if the 
ſpirit of ſlumber prevails here as it did there: if, “ ſtruck with fear, 
and yet bewitched with hope,“ we till flatter ourſelves, as the Swils 
did, to eſcape by temporizing. 


NOTE I. Page 23. 

| « This fore and humiliating correction.“ | 
THE trouble we meet with from the French is the more humbling 
by reaſon of paſt connexions and alliance; the acknowledged aſſiſt- 

ance received from them; and the general partiality of our coun 
toward them, wh was well known to the world, and continued ſo 
long after others faw through them ; a partiality, which made us wiſh to 
draw a veil over their exceſſes, palliate their faults, and feel, I am afraid, 
much leſs abhorrence of their impiety and their crimes than we ought to 
have felt. I own that the preſent affliction by their ungenerous hands, 


brings this to my remembrance, and is a ſubject of humiliation in that 


view. It may alſo put us upon inquiry whether, in the years that 


went before, we were not too much lifted up by our alliance with that 


nation, and lefs diſpoſed to humble ourſelves in the hour of danger, or 
to render due praiſe to the Moſt High when that hour was paſt. Is 
it not for this, among other ſins, that our boaſted allies are to be a 
ſcourge to us ; and their horrid principles to corrupt and contaminate 
our manners, until their dreadful effects ſhall awaken conviction ; or 
until ſuch a time arrives as that predicted by the prophet, When the 
enemy ſhall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord ſhall lift up 
a ſtandard againſt them? | 


(<7 


NOTE J. Page 26. . 

« CONVERT him; and incline his heart to juſtice and mercy,” 
faid the venerable Cabot of Ipſwich, praying in former days for one 
of the Barbary princes who at that time plundered and diſtreſſed our 
people; © but if this is not to be, break his neck, Lord.” There goes 
a tradition, and I think that Dr. C. Mather ſanctions it, that the laſt 
part of the alternative was literally fulfilled. 


NOTE K. Page 26. 

WHAT EVER be ſaid of the valor of the French, it is notorious, 
that they have conquered, much more by their intrigues than by their 
arms. And when we ſee them making their gradual approaches in 
the firſt way; and ultimately detaching even troops in arms, by mak- 
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alarmed, that wiſhes the ſafety of his country ?—The main object of 
the French at preſent is to make us believe that they are pactfic ; and 
to throw the odium of the continuation of hoſtilities upon our govern- 
ment; and thereby diſaffect the citizens as much as poſſible, and ren- 
der them diffatisfhed with the neceſſary means of their defence. And 
if a national tax for that purpoſe has any new circumſtances in it, this 
we may be ſure, will not be forgotten. If the beſt men are favorab} 

to it, this mutt be a pretext for withdrawing confidence from them. 
And if the clergy are awake to the common danger, they too mult he 
proicribed. _ | 


NOTE L. Page 27. 

MUCH has been ſaid in the oppoſition papers, of the men of 1775 
and *76: As if the principles of thoſe times went. to oppoſe Britain 
only, and not every other encroaching power! The principle of 1774 
{according to Novanglus, our champion at that hog! was to reſiſt ev! 
ery arbitrary impoſition. And I believe that Novanglus is of the fam? 
mind ſtill. The principle of 1776 was independence. The tories were 
thoſe who were for ſubmitting to the foreign power, and the arbitraby 


demands. And I wonder what thoſe are now, who are for ſubmittin; 


in like manner, not to a mother-country, but to a ſtranger; and ha 


clamored, in the public gazettes, becauſe the douccur and the loan de- 


manded by the French as the condition of our admittance to a hear- 
ing, were not peaceably complied with; and becauſe other ſubmiſhons, 
equally degrading to American honor and fatal to our liberty, have 
not been made. Pe 


NOTE M. Page 27. . 
To whom elſe ſball wwe look in the hour of danger ? 


* 
* 


1 
x 
4. 


THERE is not a plainer duty than that of ſtrengthening the hands o 


2 faithful government : and there is not a clearer point of prudenci 
If this is not realized in a general way, there will come an hour o 
difficulty when it will be felt. Thoſe who are in the habit of fiading 
fault with the government, and yet do not intend to give up the 
country when invaded, would do well to conſider in what way the. 
mean to defend it. Do they expect to do it without government; and, 
without the aid of national laws, to call forth the reſources of he 
country, and make and enforce the neceſſary arrangements? I ſuppoſe 
not. Would they diſſolve the government in the moment of danger 
as the Swiſs did, and hazard all the imbecilities of a novel eſtabliſh 
ment, or rather no eſtabliſhment, at ſuch a time ? I can hardly ſuppc! 
that. Do they mean then to look up to the exiſting government, ar 
the good old friends, who have always ſtood by them? If ſo, let 4% 


ſtrengthen their hands now 5 and not cheriſh thoſe jealouſies which tend 


rectly to enfeeble them againſt the time that their utmoſt influence and enen 

all be wanted ; and perhaps let in the common enemy to tell v 
people, and tell the ſoldiers, that 4 they are betrayed.” Our enemic. 
conſider theſe things more than we do. And it is paſt a doubt * 
; | then 


- ud 24 ind as ods . wow A 


their main object in trying to detach the people, every where, from 
their rulers, is to put it out of their power to defend themſelves in the 
hour of actual invaſion. | | 
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„ OTE N. Page #6: 

„By no meant to be entruſted,” &c. 

DIVINE Providence, fince theſe hints were delivered, has thought fit 
:0 remove from the cares of government, our excellent Chief Magill 
Mr. SUMNER ; who had preſided two years, © accepted of the multi- 
tude of his brethren, ſeeking the wealth of his people ;*—and was re- 
cently re- elected by a reſpectable majority. While, in company with . 
thoulands, I drop a tear to the memory of this amiable man, of truly 


' republican manners, and exemplary Chriſtian ſpirit, whom ſubordinate 


v.agiſtrates and the riſing youth might, with ſuch ſafety and advantage, 
ook up to and love; let me pray my fellow-citizens that, when they 


all proceed to fill his place, they will call to mind his talents and 


irtues for their direction; and, in particular, that ſtriking combi- 
ration of Chriſtian = and conciliating gentleneſs which was 


f und in him. 


Sx A Q/” Pie 20 "4 | 7 
„M Lords,” faid the Biſhop of Aſaph in his ſpeech of 1474, 
i I look upon North-America to be the only great nurſery of free- 
men now left upon the face of the earth.” And, from this, the good 
man hoped © that Heaven itſelf would take part” againſt the deſign 
of enſlaving theſe States. Let us indulge the ſame hope upon this 
occaſion ; and be animated to vigorous exertion ; and the more, be- 
cauſe the deſign now formed is far more atrocious than that of 1774 ; 
ind it goes to a more perfect ſubjugation, if we may judge by the Re- 
publics which France has reduced; nnd it goes to the extermination 
f all religious order, which is the very loweſt point of degradation 
and flayery. g — 


E F Page:25- 
* Of Cbriſtian piety and virtue. 

THOSE who with to refreſh their minds with a lively idea of 
what this is, and of its high importance, may find many important 
hints in a PRAcTicar View by Mr. WiLsraForce, Member of the 
Britiſſi Parliament, lately republiſhed at Boſton: And ſuch a com- 
bination of ability with ſeriouſneſs ; zeal and faithfulneſs with great 
modeſty and candor, as ſpeaks him deſigned, by Providence, for an 
inſtrument of reformation. And perhaps this thought will meet us, 
that waving the great myſteries of the goſpel in order to defend it the 
better, is an egregious miſtake : And that it is much more to the pur- 


, »oſe to ſhew what a capital part of the glory of the goſpel, and of 


he evidence of it's Divine Original, is formed by thoſe myſterious 
vonders of wiſdom and love, which it declares ;—and how the tranſ- 
endent. morality, ſo conſpicuous in the goſpel, grows out of theſe 
mylteries, believed and kept in view, with correſpondent affection. 
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